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celibacy. In considering the question as it con-
cerned the times of Alcuin, we must bear in mind
that we are dealing with times Tery long before
the development of the idea of feudal succession.

It is interesting to note that the earliest manu-
scripts of the Rule of St. Benedict which are
known to exist do not definitely lay down the
precise rule that the person elected to an abbacy
must be a member of the abbey or at least of the
same order. The Rule was first printed in 1659
by a monk of Monte Cassino j and this print was
carefully collated throughout with a manuscript of
the thirteenth century at Fort Augustus for the
edition published by Burns and Gates in 1886.
Chapter 64 is as follows, taking the translation
annexed to the Latin in that edition, though it
does not in all cases give quite the force of the
original.

"In the appointing1 of an abbot, let this principle
always be observed, that he be made abbot whom
all the brethren with, one consent in the fear of
God, or even a small part of the community with
more wholesome counsel, shall elect. Let him who
is to be appointed be chosen for the-merit of his,
life and the wisdom of his doctrine, even though
he should be the last of the community. But if
all the brethren with, one accord (which God forbid)
should elect a man willing to acquiesce in their
evil habits, and these in some way come to the
knowledge of the bishop to whose diocese that
place belongs, or of the abbots or neighbouring
Christians, let them not suffer the consent of these
wicked men to prevail, b-ut appoint2 a worthy
1 In crdinatione.                                  2 Constituent,